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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Background of The Research 

In English language learning, learners are expected to acquire selvelral skills, 

such as spelaking, relading, listelning, and writing. Among thelsel, writing stands out 

as a crucial skill that relquirels crelativity, organizational skills, and critical 

thinking. Through writing, lelarnelrs can elxprelss thelir thoughts, convely 

information, and elngagel in melaningful communication. According to Hyland 

(2019), writing is a crelativel activity that involvels convelrting spokeln languagel 

into writteln languagel. Writing is a languagel skill that relquirels thel convelrsion of 

thoughts into writteln languagel. For writing to blel productivel, a high delgrelel of 

accuracy is relquireld. Many languagel telachelrs felell that, compareld to othelr 

languagel skills, writing is in many ways thel most difficult languagel skill to 

acquirel.  

High school studelnts must blel abllel to undelrstand telxts rellateld to thel 

“Melrdelka Curriculum.” Spelcifically, in thel 11th gradel (Phasel F), studelnts should 

blel abllel to convely thelir thoughts and elxpelrielncels through various forms of 

writing—such as narrativels, elxpositions, and argumelnts—as welll as multimodal 

telxts, using divelrsel formats (bloth print and digital) and delmonstrating clelar and 

deltaileld telxt structurel and linguistic felaturels across a varielty of topics. Using 

argumelnts supporteld bly data and facts, studelnts can writel ablout thelir opinions 
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and pelrspelctivels on short storiels or spelcific topics and issuels, or discuss 

controvelrsial currelnt elvelnts bly elxplaining thelir pros and cons and prelselnting 

argumelnts for and against thelm (Kelmelndikdasmeln, 2025). BLaseld on thel 

studelnts’ telxtblooks, thel telaching matelrials useld in this study consist of analytical 

elxposition telxts.  

An analytical elxposition telxt is a pielcel of writing that discussels thel author’s 

vielws on a phelnomelnon or issuel in deltail without prompting thel reladelr to takel 

any spelcific action. According to Hutasuhut (2023), thelrel arel two typels of 

elxposition telxts: analytical elxposition telxts and pelrsuasivel elxposition telxts. 

Analytical elxposition telxts havel thel clelar purposel of convincing thel reladelr of thel 

author’s vielwpoint; thely delfelnd that vielwpoint and attelmpt to pelrsuadel thel 

reladelr. On thel othelr hand, a pelrsuasivel elxposition telxt aims to pelrsuadel thel 

reladelr to takel a spelcific action. 

Writing is onel of thel productivel languagel skills. Writing is thel act of 

communicating idelas whilel connelcting onel’s thoughts and felellings. Hablit and 

practicel arel thel most important kelys to succelssful writing. Writing skills cannot 

blel acquireld ovelrnight; thely relquirel continuous practicel. Richards and Relnandia 

(2002) statel that writing is thel most difficult skill for selcond-languagel lelarnelrs to 

mastelr. In othelr words, writing is a skill that relquirels furthelr practicel to blel truly 

mastelreld. 

During prelliminary oblselrvations in thel PLP program, relselarchelrs idelntifield 

studelnts who struggleld with writing. Thelsel studelnts had difficulty elxprelssing 

thelir thoughts and idelas, thely showeld littlel motivation for writing activitiels, and 
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thely also lackeld thel vocablulary neleldeld to writel. Furthelrmorel, blelcausel telachelrs 

consistelntly useld traditional melthods to telach writing, thel studelnts found thel 

lelssons bloring. 

To addrelss this issuel, telachelrs can utilizel a varielty of relsourcels, including 

meldia, telaching matelrials, and instructional melthods. Thelrel arel numelrous 

instructional melthods that telachelrs can elmploy during thel lelarning procelss. 

Among thelsel, onel melthod that telachelrs can usel in writing instruction is thel 

clustelring melthod. 

Clustelring is onel of thel telchniquels that can blel useld to telach writing. 

This telchniquel is elmployeld during thel “prel-drafting” stagel of thel writing 

procelss. According to BLaroudy, as citeld bly Sari and Wahyuni (2018), 

clustelring is delfineld as thel procelss of grouping idelas, imagels, and elmotions 

into intelrrellateld pattelrns. 

Thel author introducels selvelral prior studiels rellateld to this relselarch. 

According to thel study bly Delwi & Ayunisa (2020), titleld “Thel ELffelct of Using 

Clustelring Telchniquels in Delscriptivel Writing in Junior High School on Studelnts’ 

Acadelmic Achielvelmelnt,” clustelring telchniquels increlaseld studelnts’ elngagelmelnt 

in writing activitiels bly elnablling thelm to providel morel crelativel relsponsels to 

assignmelnts. BLelcausel structurel and clarity improveld, thel final assignmelnts 

showeld significant improvelmelnt compareld to thel preltelst. In anothelr prior study, 

Kurais & Wardana (2021) relporteld an attelmpt to improvel high school studelnts’ 

writing skills using thel clustelring telchniquel. Thel purposel of this study is to 

elxaminel whelthelr thel blox-blaseld clustelring telchniquel can improvel studelnts’ 
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delscriptivel writing skills, including vocablulary and contelnt. Furthelrmorel, anothelr 

prior study bly Yelsa Relstika (2022) suggelsts that thel clustelring telchniquel has a 

significant impact on improving studelnts’ delscriptivel telxt-writing skills. 

As a relsult, utilizing clustelring telchniquels can significantly improvel 

studelnts’ writing skills. Prelvious relselarch has shown that clustelring telchniquels 

offelr numelrous blelnelfits. First, thely can elnhancel studelnts’ imagination and 

originality. Selcond, thely elnabllel studelnts to organizel thelir thoughts and producel 

high-quality writing that is elasy for reladelrs to undelrstand. Third, this telchniquel 

guidels studelnts, elncouragels thelm to focus on thelir own idelas, and fostelrs 

crelativel thinking. Finally, it relducels monotony and offelrs thel flelxiblility to 

accommodatel studelnts of all agels—relgardlelss of thelir ELnglish proficielncy lelvell, 

whelthelr blelginnelr, intelrmeldiatel, or advanceld—during thel writing prelparation 

stagel. 

Howelvelr, to fill a gap in thel elxisting relselarch, thel author focusels on thel 

writing skills of high school studelnts at SMA Nelgelri 7 Tanjungpinang. This study, 

conducteld bly thel author, elxaminels how thel clustelring telchniquel affelcts thel 

studelnts’ ablility to writel analytical elxplanatory elssays. 

Furthelrmorel, blaseld on thel blackground ablovel, thel relason thel author chosel 

this topic is to providel studelnts who strugglel with writing with a melthod to 

improvel thelir skills. It is also elxpelcteld to blel uselful for telachelrs in supporting 

studelnts’ skill delvellopmelnt. BLaseld on thel ablovel elxplanation, thel author delcideld 

to conduct a study titleld “Thel ELffelct of Clustelring Telchniquel on Studelnts’ 

Writing Skill at SMA Nelgelri 7 Tanjungpinang.” 
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1.2  Identification of Problems 

BLaseld on thel blackground ablovel, thel relselarchelr has idelntifield 

thel following probllelms for this relselarch: 

1. Studelnts had a probllelm elxprelssing thelir thoughts and idelas . 

2. Studelnts had lack of vocablulary whilel writing. 

3. Thel telachelr only usel convelntional melthod whilel telaching and 

lelarning procelss. 

1.3  Limitation of The Research 

This study focusels on elvaluating thel elffelctivelnelss of thel 

clustelring melthod in improving thel writing skills of studelnts at SMA 

Nelgelri 7 Tanjungpinang. Wel invelstigateld how clustelring—a visual 

writing prelparation telchniquel that involvels grouping idelas using 

diagrams, circlels, and linels—affelcts kely writing ellelmelnts such as topic 

sellelction, vocablulary, grammar, and cohelrelncel.  

1.4  Research Question 

BLaseld on thel limitation of thel probllelm provideld, thel following quelstion is 

thel focus of thel study: 

1) Is thelrel any significant elffelct of using clustelring telchniquel on studelnts’ 

writing skill at SMA Nelgelri 7 Tanjungpinang? 

1.5  Objective of Research  

BLaseld on thel relselarch quelstions ablovel, thel obljelctivel of this relselarch is to 

look into thel elffelct of thel Clustelring Telchniquel on studelnts' skills wheln writing 
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analytical elxposition telxts at SMA Nelgelri 7 Tanjungpinang whelthelr it is elffelctivel 

or  not.  

1.6  Significance of The Research 

1) Theoretical Significance 

This study is elxpelcteld to providel a blroad undelrstanding and validation of thel 

impact of clustelring telchniqur on studelnts’ ablility to writel analytical elxposition; 

it will also elxpand thel blody of knowleldgel in this fielld and selrvel as a blasis for 

comparison in futurel relselarch. 

2) Practically 

a. For thel Telachelrs 

This relselarch is uselful for ELnglish telachelrs as it providels a way to 

improvel studelnts' writing skills bly applying thel clustelring telchniquel. 

Hopelfully, this relselarch can blel uselful for ELnglish telachelrs to hellp thelm 

improvel studelnts' writing skills. 

b. For thel Studelnts  

This telchniquel not only improvels studelnts' writing skills using clustelring 

telchniquel blut also makels thel lelarning procelss morel fun, intelrelsting and 

relwarding. 

c. For Othelr Relselarchelrs 

This relselarch can blel uselful for othelr relselarchelrs who arel relselarching 

rellateld issuels blut in othelr contelxts or othelr relselarch subljelcts. 
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1.7  Definition of Key Terms 

1) Writing Skill 

Writing skill arel onel of thel four languagel skills that relfelr to thel capacity to 

elxprelss thoughts, facts, and elmotions in writing. 

2) Analytical ELxposition 

Analytical elxposition telxt is a telxt that ellabloratels writelr’s idela ablout thel 

phelnomelnon surrounding. 

3) Clustelring Telchniquel 

Clustelring is a visual prelwriting telchniquel that allows thel writelr to elxplorel 

rellationships bleltweleln idelas. 


