
 

i 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES IN 

SPEAKING ENGLISH AT 9th GRADE OF SMPN 6 

TANJUNGPINANG 

 

SKRIPSI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOFIA ALLAMANDA 

2203050052 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITAS MARITIM RAJA ALI HAJI 

TANJUNGPINANG 

2026 

 

 



 

ii 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES IN 

SPEAKING ENGLISH AT 9th GRADE OF SMPN 6 

TANJUNGPINANG 

 

SKRIPSI 

 

 

 

Submitted to Fulfill part of the requirement for the degree of  

Bachelor of Education (S.Pd.) 

 

 

SOFIA ALLAMANDA 

2203050052 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITAS MARITIM RAJA ALI HAJI 

TANJUNGPINANG 

2026 

 

 



 

iii 

 

APPROVAL SHEET 

 

 



 

iv 

 

APPROVAL SHEET 

 

 



 

v 

 

STATEMENT OF THE ORIGINALITY OF SKRIPSI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

vi 

 

MOTTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For indeed, with hardship [will be] ease. Indeed, with hardship [will be] ease.” 

(QS 94:5-6).  

 

“ Jangan lupa berdoa, selalu libatkan Allah dalam setiap rencana.” 

(Sofia) 

 

 



 

vii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Assalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh 

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious and the Most Merciful. May peace and 

blessings be upon the most influential human being in the world, Prophet Muhammad 

Shallallahu ‘Alaihi Wa Sallam. Alhamdulillah, all praise be to Allah. By His grace, 

mercy, and blessings, the researcher has been able to complete this skripsi entitled “An 

Analysis of Students’ Difficulties In Speaking English At 9th Grade of SMPN 6 

Tanjungpinang.” 

This skripsi  is submitted as one of the requirements for obtaining a Bachelor’s 

Degree (S1) in the English Language Education Study Program, Faculty of Teacher 

Training and Education, Universitas Maritim Raja Ali Haji (UMRAH). The researcher 

realizes that this skripsi would not have been completed without prayers, struggles, 

support, encouragement, guidance, and assistance from many parties, both morally and 

materially. Therefore, the researcher would like to express sincere gratitude to: 

1. Prof. Dr. Agung Dhamar Syakti, S.Pi., DEA., Rector of Universitas Maritim 

Raja Ali Haji. 

2. Ahada Wahyusari, S.Pd., M.Pd., Dean of the Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education, Universitas Maritim Raja Ali Haji. 

3. Assist. Prof. Dewi Nopita, S.Pd., M.Pd., Head of the Department of Language 

and Arts Education, Universitas Maritim Raja Ali Haji. 

4. Assist. Prof. Dewi Murni, S.S., M.Hum., Coordinator of the English Language 

Education Study Program (ELESP), Universitas Maritim Raja Ali Haji. 



 

viii 

 

5. Assist. Prof. Benni Satria, S.Pd., M.Pd., Secretary of the Department of 

Language and Arts Education, Universitas Maritim Raja Ali Haji. 

6. Dr. Erwin Pohan S.Pd., M.Pd., as the first supervisor. The researcher sincerely 

expresses deepest gratitude for his invaluable guidance, insightful advice, 

constructive feedback, and endless patience throughout the process of writing 

this skripsi. It has been a great honor to be under his supervision. 

7. Assist. Prof. Gatot Subroto, S.S., M.Pd., MCE, as the second supervisor. The 

researcher truly appreciates all of his support, encouragement, meaningful 

suggestions, and thoughtful corrections that have significantly contributed to the 

completion of this research skripsi. It has been a privilege to learn and grow 

under his supervision. 

8. Assist. Prof. Rona Elfiza, S.Pd., M.Pd., as the  academic advisor. The researcher 

sincerely thanks for her guidance, support, and motivation. Her assistance has 

been an important source of strength for the researcher throughout the study. 

9. All lecturers of the English Language Education Study Program for their 

knowledge and dedication, as well as the academic staff, especially Mr. Widodo, 

for their assistance throughout the study. Without their contribution, the 

researcher would not have reached this stage. 



 

ix 

 

10. The beloved parents, Mr. Chairil Anwar and Mrs. Ikemawati, S.Pd, who have 

always been the greatest source of strength. Thank you for your endless prayers, 

unconditional love, and immeasurable sacrifices. Every achievement of the 

researcher would not have been possible without your blessings. This thesis is 

wholeheartedly dedicated to you with love and respect. 

11. The siblings, Khumairoh, Salman AlFarisi for their prayers, encouragement, and 

unwavering support that strengthened the researcher to continue moving 

forward. 

12. My heart felt thanks go to all my best friends Nurul Ain, Rani Sofia Ersaprianti, 

Reza Amelia Sudrani and Yasmin Amalia Alif for always being there with love, 

laughter, and motivation during my study period. 

13. The researcher would also like to express gratitude to herself for striving, 

praying, and persevering through every challenge faced during the process of 

completing this proposal. Thank you for the persistence, patience, and tears that 

have accompanied every step of this journey. Every process that has been 

endured stands as proof that every effort made with prayer and sincerity of heart 

will eventually lead to this very point. 



x 

The researcher hopes that this skripsi may bring benefits to readers and others. 

The researcher is also aware that this skripsi is far from perfect. Therefore, constructive 

criticism and suggestions are sincerely welcomed for future improvement. 

Tanjungpinang, July 23rd, 2026 

       The Researcher, 

Sofia Allamanda 



 

xi  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
COVER ..............................................................................................................................i 

APPROVAL SHEET ..................................................................................................... iii 

APPROVAL SHEET ......................................................................................................iv 

STATEMENT OF THE ORIGINALITY OF SKRIPSI ............................................... v 

MOTTO ...........................................................................................................................vi 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ............................................................................................. vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................xi 

LIST OF FIGURE ....................................................................................................... xiii 

LIST OF TABLE .......................................................................................................... xiv 

LIST OF APPENDICES................................................................................................ xv 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ...................................................................................... xvi 

ABSTRAK ...................................................................................................................... xx 

ABSTRACT .................................................................................................................. xxi 

CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION ................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of The Study......................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Limitation of Problem  ............................................................................................. 4 

1.3 Research Question .................................................................................................... 4 

1.4 Objective of Study.................................................................................................... 4 

1.5 Significances of Study .............................................................................................. 4 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  ......................................................................................... 5 

CHAPTER II : LITERATURE REVIEW ....................................................................... 7 

2.1 Review of Related Theories ...................................................................................... 7 

2.2 Previous of Study ................................................................................................ 16 

2.3 Conceptual Framework ........................................................................................... 19 

CHAPTER III : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ........................................................ 21 

3.1 Research Design ..................................................................................................... 21 

3.2 Research Setting ..................................................................................................... 21 

3.3 Research Instrument ............................................................................................... 21 

3.4 Data and Source of Data ......................................................................................... 23 

3.5 Data Collection Procedure...................................................................................... 23 

3.6 Data Analysis Techniques ...................................................................................... 26 

CHAPTER IV : FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION........................................................ 31 

4.1 Findings ................................................................................................................. 31 

4.2 Discussion .............................................................................................................. 65 

CHAPTER V : CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION ............................................. 96 



 

xii  

5.1 Conclussion ............................................................................................................ 96 

5.1 Suggestion .............................................................................................................. 98 

REFERENCES ............................................................................................................. 101 

APPENDICES .............................................................................................................. 104 

 

 

  



 

xiii  

LIST OF FIGURE 
 

Figure 2.1 Conceptual Framework......................................................................20 

Figure 3.1 The Six Phases of Thematic Analysis.............................................30



 

xiv 

 

LIST OF TABLE 

 

Table 3.1 Data Collection Schedule..................................................................26 

Table 4.1 Linguistic Factors (LF): Vocabulary Difficulty (VD)...................33 

Table 4.2 Linguistic Factors (LF): Pronunciation Difficulty (PR)................37 

Table 4.3 Linguistic Factors (LF): Grammatical Accuracy (GA).................40 

Table 4.4 Linguistic Factors (LF): Fluelncy Limitations (FL).......................44 

Table 4.5 Psychology Factors (PF): Fe lar of Making Mistake ls (FM)...........47 

Table 4.6 Psychology Factors (PF): Lack of Confidelncel (LC).....................50 

Table 4.7 Psychology Factors (PF): Spelaking Anxielty (SA)........................53 

Table 4.8 Classroom Factors (CF): Pelelr Prelssurel and ELvaluation (PP).....56 

Table 4.9 Classroom Factors (CF): Telachelr Feleldback and Classroom 

ELnvirontmelnt (TF)...............................................................................................59 

Table 4.10 Classroom Factors (CF): Sellf-Pelrceliveld Spelaking Difficultie ls 

(SP).........................................................................................................................63 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

xv 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1 Delelp Intelrvielw Instrument...............................................................105 

Appendix 2 Instrumelnt Validation She lelt.............................................................106 

Appendix 3 Transcript In-delpth Intelrvielw...........................................................107 

Appendix 4 Studelnt In-delpth Intelrvielw Relcord Spelaking Difficultie ls..........108 

Appendix 5 Surat Telah Selesai Penelitian di SMPN 6 Tanjungpinang..........109 

Appendix 6 Certificate of Free Plagiarism...........................................................110 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

xvi 

 

 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 

General Codes 

Q1–Q5                  : Interview Question 1 to Interview Question 5 

S1–S20                 : Student 1 to Student 20 

Major Categories 

LF                         : Linguistic Factors 

PF                         : Psychological Factors 

CF                         : Classroom Factors 

Linguistic Factors (LF) 

VD                        : Vocabulary Difficulty 

PR                         : Pronunciation Difficulty 

GA                        : Grammatical Accuracy Issues 

FL                         : Fluency Limitations 

Linguistic Themes 

LF–VD                 : Linguistic Factors – Vocabulary Difficulty 

LF–PR                  : Linguistic Factors – Pronunciation Difficulty 

LF–GA                 : Linguistic Factors – Grammatical Accuracy 

LF–FL                  : Linguistic Factors – Fluency Limitations 

Psychological Factors (PF) 

FM                       : Fear of Making Mistakes 

LC                        : Lack of Confidence 

SA                        : Speaking Anxiety 

Psychological Themes 

PF–FM                 : Psychological Factors – Fear of Making Mistakes 

PF–LC                  : Psychological Factors – Lack of Confidence 

PF–SA                  : Psychological Factors – Speaking Anxiety 

 



 

xvii 

 

 

Classroom Factors (CF) 

PP                         : Peer Pressure and Peer Evaluation 

TF                         : Teacher Feedback and Classroom Environment 

SP                         : Self-Perceived Speaking Difficulties 

Classroom Themes 

CF–PP                  : Classroom Factors – Peer Pressure and Evaluation 

CF–TF                  : Classroom Factors – Teacher Feedback and Classroom 

Environment 

CF–SP                  : Classroom Factors – Self-Perceived Speaking Difficulties 

Initial Codes – Vocabulary Difficulty (VD) 

FV                        : Forgotten Vocabulary 

S-WC                   : Stop–Word Confusion 

WC                       : Word Confusion 

ER                        : Emotional Response 

CS                        : Compensation Strategy 

Initial Codes – Pronunciation Difficulty (PR) 

PS                        : Problematic Sounds 

ER-P                    : Emotional Reaction – Pronunciation 

PH                       : Pronunciation Hesitation 

PFI                      : Pronunciation–Fluency Impact 

TF                       : Teacher Feedback 

Initial Codes – Grammatical Accuracy (GA) 

GT-H                  : Grammar Tense Hesitation 

GA-F                  : Grammar Anxiety–Fear 

GT-C                  : Grammar Tense Confusion 

GS-S                   : Grammar in Spontaneous Speech 

ER-G                  : Emotional Response – Grammar 

Initial Codes – Fluency Limitations (FL) 

FR-P                   : Fluency Repetition–Pause 



 

xviii 

 

FS-F                   : Formal Situation–Fluency 

ID-B                   : Idea Breakdown 

VN-D                 : Vocabulary–Nervousness Dominance 

SP-F                   : Speech Interruption–Fluency 

Initial Codes – Fear of Making Mistakes (FM) 

FM-A                 : Fear Awareness 

FM-T                  : Type of Mistake Fear 

FM-P                  : Past Mistake Impact 

FM-E                  : Emotional Reaction 

FM-S                  : Silence Response 

Initial Codes – Lack of Confidence (LC) 

IC-S                   : Insecurity Situations 

LC-C                  : Confidence Causes 

SC-P                   : Self-Comparison with Peers 

SR-R                  : Spontaneous Reaction 

CB-S                  : Confidence Building Strategy 

Initial Codes – Speaking Anxiety (SA) 

AN-T                : Anxiety Trigger 

AN-S                : Anxiety Symptoms 

AN-C                : Anxiety–Cognition 

AT-T                 : Anxiety Timing 

AF-O                 : Anxiety Failure Outcome 

Initial Codes – Peer Pressure (PP) 

PP-NE               : Negative Evaluation 

PP-AW              : Peer Awareness 

PP-SI                 : Speaking Inhibition 

PP-CS                : Coping Strategies 

PP-SUP              : Peer Support 

PP-NEG             : Negative Peer Influence 



 

xix 

 

PP-SG                : Small Group Preference 

PP-SIL               : Silence due to Peer Judgment 

PP-REC             : Recovery Strategies 

Initial Codes – Teacher Feedback (TF) 

TF-CF               : Teacher Feedback – Correction 

TF-TS               : Teaching Style 

TF-CA              : Classroom Atmosphere 

TF-AT              : Attention from Teacher 

TF-EXP            : Expected Teacher Practice 

Initial Codes – Self-Perceived Speaking Difficulties (SP) 

SP-P               : Perceived Speaking Problems 

SP-C               : Causes of Perceived Difficulties 

SP-V               : Areas Needing Improvement 

SP-S                : Self-Regulation Strategies 

SP-G               : Goal Speaking Outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


